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1. The right to water and sanitation

1.1. The right to water and sanitation in the international human rights law

The human right to water and sanitation is recognized by many international documents. Although
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), an important act developed at an early stage, does
not directly refer to this right, the right to water can be interpreted in Article 25 of the Declaration:
"Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself and
of his family, including food, clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social services...".

The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966), which states that the
States Parties recognize “the right of everyone to an adequate standard of living for himself and his
family, including adequate food, clothing and housing”,” served as basis for the most comprehensive
regulation of the right to water. Although like the Declaration, neither the Covenant includes any
direct reference to the right to water, in November 2002, the right to water fell within the regulation
indicated in General Comment No 15% of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and
was defined as everyone’s right to sufficient, safe, acceptable, physically accessible and affordable

water for personal and domestic use.”

Problems relating water and sanitation, considering the accompanying health and financial
consequences, were clearly demonstrated in the second half of the twentieth century,”® which, in
turn, demonstrated the necessity for a more detailed legal framework. As a result, many international

documents directly referred to the human right to water and sanitation.” It should be noted that the

7 International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 11, para, 1.

# Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (OHCHR), United Nations Human Settlement
Programme (UN-HABITAT), World Health Organization (WHO), Right of Water, Fact Sheet No. 35, page 4,
available at: <htep://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/FactSheet35en.pdf> last accessed on: 24.11.2018].
¢ Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR), General Comment N 15: Right to Water
(Articles 11 and 12 of the Covenant), 20 January 2003, E/C.12/2002/11, para 2, available on the website:
<htep://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/water/docs/CESCR_GC_15.pdf> [last accessed on 24.11.2018].

10 Catarina de Albuquerque, Virginia Roaf, On the right track - Good practices in realizing the rights to water
and sanitation, page 25, available on the website: htep://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Water
/BookonGoodPractices_en.pdfs [last accessed on 24.11.2018].

' According to Article 14 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
(1979), States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women in rural
areas in order to ensure, on a basis of equality of men and women, that they participate in and benefit from
rural development and, in particular, shall ensure to such women the right to enjoy adequate living conditions,
particularly in relation to housing, sanitation, electricity and water supply, transport and communications;
According to Article 24 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989), States Parties shall take measures
for combating diseases and lack of food, inter alia... provide sufficient nutritious food and clean drinking water,
taking into view the environmental pollution risks and dangers.

According to Article 28 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2006), “States Parties
recognize the right of persons with disabilities to social protection and to the enjoyment of that right without
discrimination on the basis of disability, and shall take appropriate steps to safeguard and promote the
realization of this right, including the following measure: To ensure equal access by persons with disabilities to
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On 25 September 2015, the UN Member States developed Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)' to
eliminate poverty, protect the planet and ensure peace and well-being for everyone. Each goal
includes targets that should be performed until 2030.

The Agenda for Sustainable Development once again recognizes the right to safe drinking water and
sanitation and marks out Goal 6 on ensuring universal availability and sustainable management of

water and sanitation among 17 goals. The mentioned goal includes six targets:

¢ Achieve universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinking water for all

e Achieve access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all and end open
defecation, paying special attention to the needs of women and girls and those in vulnerable
situations

e Improve water quality by reducing pollution, eliminating dumping and minimizing release of
hazardous chemicals and materials, halving the proportion of untreated wastewater and
substantially increasing recycling and safe reuse globally

e Substantially increase water-use efficiency across all sectors and ensure sustainable
withdrawals and supply of freshwater to address water scarcity and substantially reduce the
number of people suffering from water scarcity

e Implement integrated water resources management at all levels, including through
transboundary cooperation as appropriate

e Protect and restore water-related ecosystems, including mountains, forests, wetlands, rivers,
aquifers and lakes

The Agenda also includes two additional targets for the performance of the above-mentioned
goal:

e [Expand international cooperation and capacity-building support to developing countries in
water- and sanitation-related activities and programmes, including water harvesting,
desalination, water efficiency, wastewater treatment, recycling and reuse technologies

» Support and strengthen the participation of local communities in improving water and
sanitation management.

1.2. Components of the human right to water and sanitation

1.2.1. Normative content

The normative content of the right to water and sanitation includes the following elements:

availability, quality, acceptability, accessibility and affordability."”

'% Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, UN General Assembly, 21 October
2015, A/RES/70/1, available on the website: <http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES
/70/1&Lang=E> [last accessed on 24.11.2018].



PUBLIC DEFENDER OF GEORGIA ZYN\




#ZY“\ PUBLIC DEFENDER OF GEORGIA

o Acceptability - Water should be of an acceptable colour, odour and taste.”” As for sanitation,
acceptability will often require separate facilities for women and men in public places, and for
girls and boys in schools.?

o Accessibility — Water and water facilities and services have to be accessible to everyone without
discrimination. Water, and adequate water facilities and services, must be within safe physical
reach for all sections of the population. Sufficient, safe and acceptable water must be accessible
within, or in the immediate vicinity, of each household, educational institution and workplace.
All water facilities and services must be of sufficient quality, culturally appropriate and sensitive
to gender, life-cycle and privacy requirements. Physical security should not be threatened during
access to water facilities and services.”” The same requirements apply to sanitation facilities.*
Regular maintenance and cleaning are essential to ensure continued access to sanitation and
water facilities.”

o Affordability - Sanitation and water facilities and services must be available for use at a price that
is affordable to all people. Paying for construction, maintenance of facilities, and treatment of
water and disposal of faecal matter must not limit people’s capacity to acquire basic goods and
services, such as food, housing, health services and education. Affordability does not necessarily
require services to be provided free of charge. However, when people are unable, for reasons
beyond their control, to gain access to sanitation or water through their own means, the State is
obliged to find solutions for ensuring this access.”

1.2.2. Procedural safeguards

Apart from the above-mentioned elements, the following criteria must be met in order to ensure full
realization of the right in question: non-discrimination, participation, accountability, information
accessibility and sustainability.®

# Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR), General Comment N 15: Right to Water
(Articles 11 and 12 of the Covenant), 20 January 2003, E/C.12/2002/11, para 12.

# Report of the independent expert on the issue of human rights obligations related to access to safe drinking
warer and sanitation, Catarina de Albuquerque, UN General Assembly, 1 July 2010, A/HRC/15/31/Add.1, para.
26.

# Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR), General Comment N 15: Right to Water
(Articles 11 and 12 of the Covenant), 20 January 2003, E/C.12/2002/11, para 12.

3 Report of the independent expert on the issue of human rights obligations related to access to safe drinking
water and sanitation, Catarina de Albuquerque, UN General Assembly, 1 July 2010, A/HRC/15/31/Add.1, para.
30.

¥ Ibid, para. 31.

3 Ibid, para. 34.

% Ibid, para. 37-39.
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1.3. Relation with other rights

The right to water and sanitation is a necessary precondition for the realization of other rights, such
as rights to education, adequate housing, health, life, labour rights, prohibition of cruel, inhuman and
degrading treatment or punishment, etc.* Furthermore, the mentioned right represents a necessary
element for eliminating discrimination and ensuring gender equality.

The right to water and sanitation clearly falls within the category of the guarantees essential for
securing an adequate standard of living, particularly since it is one of the most fundamental
conditions for survival.* The right to safe water and sanitation is inextricably related to the right to
health. Contaminated water and lack of sanitation cause diarrhea and other deadly diseases. Fetching
water from remote springs is a heavy burden for women and children. Lack of water and sanitation in
household also leads to the problem of physical insecurity. In similar cases, women and children have
to use not-seperated toilets or defecate outside, which increases their risks of being harassed or

otherwise assaulted.

Naturally, water and sanitation are closely linked with other important economic, social and
environmental issues, due to which, these components are included in other Sustainable
Development Goals as well: Ensuring access to basic services is one of the targets (1.4) of Goal 1 (End
poverty in all its forms everywhere); Goal 3 (Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being) is to be
attained through ending communicable diseases (task 3.3) and reducing the number of deaths and
illnesses from contamination of water (3.9); one of the targets of Goal 4 (Ensure inclusive and
equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all) is to provide
nonviolent, inclusive and effective learning environments for all.

1.4. Obligation of the State to ensure the protection of the right

According to Article 2 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, each
State Party undertakes to take steps, to the maximum of its available resources, with a view to
achieving progressively the full realization of the right to water and sanitation, by all appropriate

means, including particularly the adoption of legislative measures. According to the Committee on

“Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (OHCHR), United Nations Human Settlement
Programme (UN-HABITAT), World Health Organization (WHO), Right to Water, Fact Sheet No. 35, page 12.

# Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR), General Comment N 15: Right to Water
(Articles 11 and 12 of the Covenant), 20 January 2003, E/C.12/2002/11, para. 3.

+ Office of the United Narions High Commissioner for Refugees (OHCHR), United Nations Human Sertlement
Programme (UN-HABITAT), World Health Organization (WHO), Right to Water, Fact Sheet No. 35, pages. 12-
13.
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Quantities Water facilities and | Toilets Hygiene
(per person per day) access to water promotion;
Disease
control;
s 5 litres of drinking | » Reliable water One toilet per 25 Hygiene
water points, with soap or girls and one toilet education  is
a suitable alternative for 25  female part of the
in  toilets and members of the school
kitchens staff; curriculum;
One toilet plus one Positive
urinal per 50 boys, hygiene
and one toilet plus behavior is
one urinal for 50 promoted
male members of
the staff.
e 10-20 litres for [e Reliable drinking- Accessible to
conventional water points persons with Development
flushing toilets accessible for staff disabilities of skills for
and schoolchildren Male and female controlling
at all times. toilets are disease-
completely transmission
separated
Located no more Prevention and
than 30 m from all minimization
users of density of
e 15-3.0 litres for Toilets have disease vectors
pour-flush toilets handwashing
facilities close by

2.1. Risks related to health care and possible damage

School, given its function to educate children, plays a major role in the development of personal
hygiene skills among children. It should be taken into consideration that the function of educational
institutions is not only to educate children, but take care of their health and promote healthy lifestyle
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in them. School is obliged to provide staff, teachers and students with the best possible environment
for life and health. This cannot be done in improper and anti-sanitary conditions; anti-sanitary
environment gradually becomes a norm for a child, while drinking insufficient water has a negative
impact on child’s health, including his/her cognitive activity. Studies show that even moderate
dehydration weaken child's cognitive ability, especially his/her short-term memory and
concentration skills.3

Limited access to toilets and improper conditions in toilets lead to a variety of threats - first of all,
health problems. The child's central nervous, immune, reproductive and other systems are in the
process of development and environmental impacts may inflict irreversible damage to children at
certain stages of development. The use of toilets in similar conditions during cold weather can cause
inflammatory diseases of the urinary tract, which may significantly affect the child's body. Non-
protection of hygiene by girls during their menstrual cycles may also cause inflammatory processes of
genitourinary system. Studies also show that washing of hands with soap and water in schools is
much more effective, since it destroys bacteria, which is the most effective way of preventing

infectious, parasitic and other diseases and helps reduce morbidity of children.’?

2.2, National legislation in the field of access to water and sanitation in general educational

Even though the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the Committee on the
Rights of the Child (CRC) call on States to provide equitable access to water and sanitation at the
domestic level,* implementation of the above-mentioned in the national legislation and in practice is

problematic and needs significant improvement.

Paragraph 4 of Article 35 of the Constitution of Georgia* calls on the State to support educational
institutions in accordance with the procedure established by law.® The right to education is
enshrined in the new edition of the constitution®' as well; in particular, paragraphs 1 and 2 of Article

% Edmonds CJ and Jeffes B. “Does having a drink help you think? 6-7-Year-old children show improvements in
cognitive performance from baseline to test after having a drink of water.” Appetite. 53(3): 469-472, 2009. See
also D'Anci KE, Constant F and Rosenberg IH. “Hydration and cognitive function in children.” Nutrition
Revews. 64(10 Pt 1): 457-464, 2006. See also Benton D and Burgess N. “The effect of the consumption of water
on the memory and attention of children.” Appetite. 53(1): 143-146, 2009.

“Information is available on the website: huttps://www.ncbinlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3037063/ [last
accessed on 03.11.2018],

3 See footnote #6-#12.

* Consolidated version of 23.03.2018.

% Information about 2018 is available on the website: https://matsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view
303467?publication=35 [last accessed on: 26.11.2018].

1 Constitutional Law of Georgia on the Amendments to the Constitution of Georgia, 23.03.2018.
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11 of paragraph 4 of Article 3, "If there is no central water supply or heating system, a water-pressure
tank and boiler systems shall be placed in the utility zone of general educational institutions".

Despite the above-mentioned regulations, the basic provisions of the document cannot meet
international standards, or the challenges and needs of public schools. The technical regulations
require significant changes, especially in the areas of sanitation and hygiene. The national legislation
does not say anything about international requirements, such as students’ right to have access to
information on water safety, teaching of hygiene in public schools, focusing on the protection of the
use of water resources, etc. It is particularly important that the legislation does not regulate students’
engagement in the sanitary days, etc.

Inter alia, it should be noted that according to paragraph 40 of Article 5 of the above-mentioned
rules, there should be toilets for boys and girls with lockable doors on each floor of educational
institutions. The World Health Organization indicates that the location of toilets in schools should be
carefully chosen in order to ensure enough privacy and reduce the risks of violence, including sexual
abuse; In addition, the publication prepared by the World Health Organization directly refers to the
necessity for lockable doors - "Toilets should be locked from the inside (in order to ensure the user’s
security)". Consequently, the above-mentioned rules actively interfere in the safeguards against the

violation of privacy and security of students.

2.3. Regulation of supervision over drinking water quality and safety in public schools

The World Health Organization (WHO) recommends that the potential health risks associated with
drinking water be assessed by a relevant supervisory body, which implies a systemic inspection
programme that may include audit, analysis, sanitary inspection and other aspects.** Water supply
infrastructure, storage reservoirs and water distribution systems with or without pipeline should be

supervised as well.%

Article 10 of the Law of Georgia on Water determines the competences of state agencies in the field
of regulation of water-related relations, while Article 12 determines the competences of self-
governing bodies. According to the law, it is the central authorities’ competence to improve the
normative framework of protection and rational use of water and to supervise its implementation,*
while it is the competence of local self-governing bodies to supervise the protection and rational use

of water of local significance, as well as to measure and record the quantity of used water.*”

# World Health Organization, Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Standards for Schools in Low-cost Settings, 2003,
1

 Ibid.

% Ibid. Article 10 (subparagraphs a, b)

o Ibid Article 12 (subparagraphs a,b, ¢)
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Table N1: Public schools where drinking or other water is not available
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Table N2 — Public schools, where central water supply system is functioning only in the yard
M Public schools, where central water supply system is functioning only in the yard
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Table N3 — Public schools supplied with well or borehole water
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Table N4 — The number of public schools with central water supply system functioning inside the
building

B The number of public schools with central water supply system functioning inside the building

W Total number of schools in regions
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According to the information provided by LEPL Food Safety Agency of the Ministry of Environment
Protection and Agriculture of Georgia, in 2016 -2017, 60 samples of water taken from public schools
were checked within the framework of an adequate, accredited laboratory examination. As a result,
in 2016, 20 samples turned out to be inconsistent with the requirements of drinking water
regulations, while in 2017 (according to the data of 9 months), cases of water contamination were
detected in 11 schools.” The above-mentioned indicates an epidemiological unreliability of drinking
water, caused by ineffective decontamination of water.

According to the results of drinking water laboratory examination, the inconsistency with the
Drinking Water Technical Regulation was mainly related to microbiological disorders. In particular,
drinking water contained coliform bacteria, E. coli and Streptococcus faecalis.™ It should also be
noted that the majority of sanitary-microbiological disorders were identified in the distribution

network of rural, centralized water supply systems.

7 LEPL Food Safety Agency letter N16389/17, 13.11.2017.

7 E. Coli -Escherichia coli, a representative of normal microflora of humans and animals; cuases purulent-
inflammatory processes, septicemia; existence of this bacteria in water and food indicates faecal contamination,
Streprococus faecalis — D group streptococcus causes septic processes in the body.
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4. School monitoring results

For the purposes of the present research, the protection of the right to water and sanitation was
monitored in 108 general educational institutions in 6 regions of Georgia (Adjara, Samegrelo-Zemo
Svaneti, Kakheti, Samtskhe-Javakheti, Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo Svaneti, Kvemo Kartli), in
small, medium-size and large schools, in urban and rural areas, including highlands.™

The monitoring showed that the physical arrangement of public schools and sanitary-hygienic
conditions were less oriented to the child’s needs. Access to water, proper functioning of toilets and

water facilities, protection and improvement of hygienic norms still represent serious challenges.

The data given in the chapter below reflect the needs and problems relating to access to water,

sanitation and hygiene in the schools of Georgia.

4.1. Internal regulations in the field of water and sanitation

Interviews with representatives of school administrations show that internal regulations of
educational institutions do not cover the major responsibilities of school in the field of access to water
and sanitation. In particular, most of the inspected schools (77.4%) do not have special internal
regulations relating to access to water. Small percentage of schools have regulations that generally
concern the institution's obligations relating to access to water and sanitation (“Somewhat has”, "No,
does not have" - 37.8%, "Yes, it has" - 62.3%).

74 For details see chapter on Reseach Methodology.
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Table N5 — Does the school have special regulations for: (%)

' Fully has ™ Yes,ithas W Somewhat has M Does not have

HYGIENE EDUCATION

MAIN OBLIGATIONS OF SCHOOL IN
TERMS OF ACCESS TO WATER AND
SANITAION

REPAIRING SANITARY POINTS

CLEAN-UP AND COLLECTION OF
WASTE

ACCESS TO WATER

4.2. Access to water facilities and hygiene

Results of visual examination of public schools revealed problems relating to water facilities and

hygiene, including the absence of a canteen, medical room and central water supply system.

As a result of the monitoring carried out by the Public Defender, a number of public schools were
identified, which have no drinking or technical water at all. This creates problems both for children
and school staff, especially for cleaners, since in similar cases, they have to fetch water from the yards
or public water facilities located several kilometers away. In such conditions, children are not able to

It also became clear that the absence of a canteen is a particularly serious problem in rural and small
schools, due to which, children often have to go to nearby shops during classes and buy food there;

no food safety can be controlled in similar cases.

In some cases, the information received from school administrations differs from the results of visual
examination; lower percentage of representatives of school administrations named lack of access to
drinking water as a problem (11 schools). However, the list of problems named by them is interesting:
well water is not suitable for drinking and children have to bring drinking water from home;
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intermittent water supply; coloured drinking water caused by bad weather; delayed supply of water
due to freezing in winter, etc.

Visual examination showed that most of the inspected schools did not have: canteen (74.1%); medical
room (67.6); central water supply system inside the school building (63.9%); central water system in
the school yard (54.6%):

Table N6 - The following is available in the institution (%):

W Not available ~ ® Somewhat available W Available : Fully available

DRINKING WATER | 417
TECHNICAL WATER |ECOmmm 385, 5,
r 67,6
MEDICAL ROOM 26,9
F4,1
CANTEEN 22
DISINFECTION h 444
19
TOILET L 4 s 63
CENTRAL WATER SYSTEM INSIDE F 63,9
THE SCHOOL BUILDING 22
CENTRAL WATER SYSTEM IN THE w 546
SCHOOL YARD 4

4.3. Evaluation of the functioning of water and sanitation facilities

Differences were observed between the information received from representatives of school
administrations and the results of visual examination in terms of evaluation of school water facilities.
Specifically, in some cases, the description of water facilities by representatives of school
administrations was more positive than the results of visual examination. However, in some schools,
representatives of school administration named the following problems: incompatibility of water
points with modern standards; non-isolated toilets and the toilets that need to be repaired (inter alia,
many toilets do not have doors, or taps are out of order); sewerage system is not functional, the
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sewerage system of rural schools are often in need of being cleaned and rehabilitated; the toilet

According to the monitoring results, sanitary facilities are functional, technically effective and clean
only in 18 (16.7%) out of 108 public schools.

Table N7 - School sanitary facilities are functional, technically effective and clean

Answer nfa

Partly
50,9% [PERCENTAGE]
Yes
16,7%

No
31,5%

=Yes = No = Partly = Answern/fa

According to the geographical location of public schools, the following types of differences were
identified: Washing sinks and canteens are more available for schoolchildren in cities than in rural
areas: (washing sinks are available: city - 90.9%, village - 69.8%; canteens are available and properly
functional: city - 71.4%, village - 19.3%).
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Table N8 - School water supply facilities are functional and technically in order

54,2%

31,8%
25,2%
I . I

Partly

m Administration = Visual examination

In addition, visual examination showed that the majority of schools did not have ventilation systems
(66.7%), while about one third of schools had natural ventilation (30.6% - 33 schools). The problems

of natural and artificial ventilation causes anti-sanitary smell in the toilets and nearby areas.
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Table N9 — Functioning of ventilation in sanitary facilities

Natural ventilati

4.4, Situation in school toilets

Monitoring of physical environment and sanitary points in schools made it clear that water points are
often finctioning in anti-sanitary conditions; waste collection, as well as cleaning and washing of
toilet booths, is often delayed; toilet infrastructure is old, toilet booths do not have doors or windows
In a number of schools; toilets are damaged and face the threat of being collapsed. Due to these
problems, school staff and children try to avoid using school toilets.

Situation in most toilets is anti-sanitary and there is a lack of soap, paper, hand-washing tap, etc.
Only 44.4% of the inspected toilets had soap, 26.9% - hand paper, 25.9% - flushing system.
Monitoring also revealed various cases of non-functional flushing system, anti-sanitary situation,

specific smell, etc.

Visual examination showed that, in some cases, toilet booths were located outside the school
building, especially in rural and mountainous areas (57.4%). Toilet booths were located both inside
and outside the building in 11 schools.
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Table N10 — Where is a toilet booth located? (%):

School does not have a toilet I 19

Both inside and outside the school -
M 10,2
building

Answer nfa I 0,9

Visual examination showed that most schools had separate toilet booths for girls and boys (76.4%).
Non-seperated toilets for children and teachers were found in 76.4% of schools.
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Table N11 — Arrangement of toilet booths (%):

Not seperated for boys and girls [l 5.7
Not seperated for teachers and children [N 26.4
Separate booths for boys and girls [N 764
Isolaed [N 415

Notisolated W 4.7

Answer n/a - 57

Note: It was possible to choose more than one option for this question.

4.5, Clean-up, disinfection and waste collection

According to the interviewed staff, water points are daily cleaned in most schools (98 schools -
90.7%); in 78.7% of schools (85 schools), classrooms are cleaned by cleaners. However, visual
examination showed that the cleaning of food facilities, medical rooms and other rooms intended for

children was barely recorded (95 schools - 88%).

It was also revealed that waste was burned in the yards of rural schools, or were kept in the building
for weeks. Several schools throw waste in nearby rivers. According to the interviewed staff, the

persons responsible for cleaning and waste collection are:

- In toilets and canteens, they are mainly technical personnel (cleaner, technical coordinator,
watchman, canteen personnel, housekeeper, lessor, administrator);

- In classrooms and corridors, main responsible persons are cleaners and technical coordinators
(91-95%), but sometimes they are helped by teachers/mentors and students;

- Insport halls, cleaners (approximately 80%) and sport teachers (approximately 18%);

- In other areas, cleaners and technical coordinators (76%) and sometimes: watchmen, canteen
personnel, housekeepers, lessors, administrators, teachers/mentors, students and yardmen.
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Another important challenge is that the school staff do not have relevant information on how
and how often school items, classrooms, toilets and other school areas should be cleaned up, or
disinfected. According to the interviewed cleaners and members of administrations, they mainly
use chlorine (72.2%) and laundry powder, or special liquid and chlorine together (14.8% - 16
schools) as disinfectants. Desks, chairs and classroom items are chlorinated in some schools, while
low-budget schools cannot afford to buy washing or disinfecting products.

Table N12 Disinfectants available in schools - (%)

Various surface cleansing products I 09

Mo disinfectants are available in school - 6,6

Answer n/a - 56

Table N13 - Periodicity of disinfection (%):

once a week |, /7.2
asneeded [ :o.:
paity [ 10:
Twice a week _ 7.4

Onceamonth | 0,9
Twice a month . 19
No disinfectant is available in school [ 55
Answern/a [l 37

Difficult to answer . 19
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Table N14 — What kind of disinfectants are available at your school?

Chiorine |G 72,2
Powder, liquid and chlorine [N 148
Chlorine and and kerosene | 0,9
Chlorine, soda | 0,9
Soda | 09
No disinfectant available at school - 6,5

Answer n/a . 37

4.6. Monitoring of water safety in school

The monitoring results shows that in the majority of schools, water safety have been irregularly
monitored or have not been monitored at all (71.3%), in 12 schools — monitoring is carried out once a
year and/or had been carried out during the past year. Water turned out to be safe in 16 inspected
schools.

Monitoring of water safety in school differs according to regions. Public schools cannot afford to
examine the microbiological safety of water available in their school in accredited laboratories on
their own initiative, due to the territorial inaccessibility or financial problems. In addition, school
administration is not properly informed of how water safety should be examined or which agency is

responsible for it.
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Table N15 — Water safety is monitored in school: (%)

Answer n/a
0.9%
/

Once in each
calendar year
11.1% (12 schools)

Ongce in two
calendar years
1.9% (2 schools)

e |

4.7. Hygiene education in school

12 out of the 96 interviewed respondents representing school administraction (11.1%) indicated that
hygiene issues were not taught in their school. In schools, where such issues are part of the education
process (88.9%), education methods and types differ according to school levels and subjects. It was
mainly revealed that the issues of hygiene are discussed with children by teachers during class hours:
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Table N16 — At which level and how are hygiene issues tought in school? (%):

During class hours at the begining level _ 155
During the lessons of civi education and natural sciences _ 18,2

In subjects, according to national curriculum I 11
party | 11

During class hours - 8

During lessons and class hours I 11
-V grades | 1,1

1-12 grades . 2.3

Focus groups held for children revealed that they mainly have general information on water safety
and hygiene norms; children's information on access to safe water is mainly superficial; children are
often themselves involved in the cleaning process.

4.8. Measures needed for improving water, sanitation and hygiene norms

In the course of the research, representatives of school administrations were asked to name the
measures needed for improving water, sanitation and hygiene norms at their school. Respondents
named awareness raising as the least needed measure ("Not needed" - 51.9%; although 35.8% named
it as partly needed). As for the most needed measure, representatives of school administrations named
children's awareness raising - 91.5% ("Partly needed” and 'Fully needed" (61.3%)), as well as
allocation of additional financces by the municipality for improving central water supply system and
school items - 78.5% (named as “Fully needed” by - 56.1%, which is the highest figure compared with
other measures’ “Fully needed” option).
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Table N17 — What measures should be taken to irmpove water, sanitation and hygiene norms in your
school? (%)

B Not necessary M Partly necessary M Absolutely necessary

13,6
It is necessary to adopt internal school regulations b 52,4
34
27,1
383
34,6
30,2

It is necessary to regulate school water supply system

85

It is necessary to raise awareness of students 61,3

51,9
It is necessary to raise awareness of school staff

Itis y that the icipalities allocate
additional finances to improve the central water supply
system and equip schools with all necessary items and

furniture

56,1

Note: “Other” included the following: Sewerage system needs to be fully changed;: school needs to be
rapaired; water supply should be provided inside the building; toilets need ro be located inside the
building; hygiene instructions should be posted on the wall.

Conclusion

Although the national legislation and international regulations oblige the State to promote equitable
access to water and sanitation, the protection and strengthening of this right in Georgia's public

schools remains a serious challenge.

Problems in this direction are mainly related to the less favorable learning environment, lack of
access to water and sanitation and improper infrastructural environment. The monitoring carried out
by the Public Defender’s Office shows that the school environment and infrastructural conditions,
access to water and sanitary-hygienic situation are alarming in schools and need to be urgently
addressed, which should be one of the most important priorities of the responsible state agencies.
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